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and Somerville at 25%, and Newton at 
28%. Support at over 45% came from 
156 towns predominantly in eastern 
Massachusetts outside Suffolk County. 
These are precisely the towns targeted 
by the limousine liberalism of places like 
Boston, which as far as I know has never 
seen a 40B but then again, Boston hasn’t 
responded to surveys for that information.

Question 3 calling for cutting the 
sales tax to 3% also passed with 56% in 
Boxford but failed badly state-wide. Its 
greatest support came from central and 
southeast Massachusetts. I don’t under-
stand why voters respond to apocalyptic 
claims if a tax cutting measure passes. It 
is the only way to tell the legislature we 
mean it. The legislature can turn right 
around and pass another tax or cut spend-
ing in response.

Charlie Baker won big for Governor in 
Boxford with 63% of the vote. Curiously, 
the areas most heavily supporting Baker 
also went heavily for Question 1.

Bill Hudak took Boxford with 56% in 
his U.S. House campaign for the 6th dis-
trict. He lost overall though his strongest 
support was in the towns in the Boxford 
area.

The only local question on the ballot 
was Question 4, which was presumably 
a debt exclusion override of Proposi-
tion 2½ to finance the construction of a 
new library. This squeaked by with the 
narrowest margin of the day at 51%. An 
article authorizing construction passed at 
last week’s town meeting. One of the odd 
things about Massachusetts law is that 
permanent overrides must include the dol-
lar amount on the ballot; debt exclusions 
which are “temporary” do not. Thus, 
voters are asked to approve an expendi-
ture of $4,477,038 without being told the 
amount. I wonder what the Chris Dodd-
Barney Frank financial reform law would 
say about that.

Additionally, the library funding is 
another of those bargains partially paid 
for by the state, meaning the money was 
stolen from our other pocket.

Boxford voters mirrored New Hamp-
shire and the majority of the states in the 
November 2, 2010 midterm elections 
even as Massachusetts bucked the Re-
publican wave along with the other New 
England states and other-worldly places 
like New York and California.

Republican candidates swept all con-
tested elections, even Secretary of State, 
even as Republicans failed to capture a 
single state-wide office. The only ray of 
hope for Republicans came in the General 
Court where they stood to double their 
current number of sixteen representatives.

One of the new Republican representa-
tives is Jim Lyons of Andover who won 
the 18th Essex district which includes 
Precinct 2 of Boxford which went 58% 
for Lyons. I did some campaigning for 
Lyons who ran a diligent, organized 
campaign with enough staffers and vol-
unteers to motivate voters and cover the 
polls right to the end. His theme of fiscal 
responsibility likely played well in this 
time. Barbara L’Italien’s predominantly 
social themes didn’t resonate.

Lyons won in each part of the towns 
making up the gerrymandered 18th dis-
trict except for his home town of Ando-
ver which he lost by only 98 votes. I’d 
assumed Andover was resolutely liberal 
until I collected signatures for the repeal 
of 40B and discovered a significant con-
servative streak in town. As a result Jim 
Lyons will now represent the 18th district 
for the next two years.

Republican Paul Adams succeeded 
Democrat Barry Finegold as representa-
tive of the rest of Andover.

Boxford voted 62% for Question 1 to 
repeal the sales tax on alcoholic bever-
ages. Voting against Question 1 could 
be motivated by a desire for tax revenue 
or the prohibition-laced concern for the 
health of the electorate. As such, Question 
1 lost in the areas of greatest Democratic 
support: Boston and its northwest suburbs 
and western Massachusetts other than 
Springfield’s Hampden County.

Boxford ratified Question 2 by 55% 
which called for the repeal of the Com-
prehensive Permit Law commonly known 
as 40B. Question 2 lost badly state-wide 
with 42% of the vote. The Coalition to 
Repeal Chapter 40B which sponsored 
the petition is a grass-roots organization 
which only raised enough money to get 
the question on the ballot and couldn’t 
mount an expensive election campaign in 
the media. 40B supporters have cultivated 
the image that the law is the only chance 
low income residents have to find a place 
to live in Massachusetts. It is actually a 
tool for developers to overbuild towns 
with “workforce housing” which is not 
low income and duplicates existing devel-
opments.

That said, Question 2 was the first 
state-wide poll of support for the law and 
there is some reason for optimism. Ques-
tion 2 actually took Plymouth County 
with 51% of the vote. Question 1 won 
in 75 towns while losing in 276. Thirty 
towns logged less than 30% support 
for Question 2. Twenty-five were in the 
Berkshires; the other five were Cam-
bridge at 20%, Brookline at 23%, Boston 
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GEORGETOWN TODAY!

Locally and nationally, ultra-liberal, 
ultra-taxing, ultra-arrogant and entrenched 
politicians got slapped in the face and 
kicked to the curb. It’s about time.

James Faggan was that notorious ‘rep’ 
who argued against protecting children, 
even going so far as to let us all know he 
would make a little girl’s life a nightmare 
if she dared to testify in court, because 
he’s “not a nice guy.” He had a point to 
make, a real bad point, and voters in his 
district turned out to make their point: 
oust the louse.

We all know soon-to-be former speaker 
of the house Nancy Pelosi. Her name will 
ring in infamy for her arrogance and for 
telling us that the House needed to ‘pass 
the healthcare bill, so that we could see 
what was in it.’ Well, we saw how she did 
it, who she bribed, and what was in it, and 
the nation rose up and repudiated her, her 
boss, and most Democrats with the big-
gest turnover since Herbert Hoover was 
president!

Finally, locally, we have new represen-
tatives in Andover, Methuen, Boxford, 
Georgetown, Haverhill, and North Ando-
ver, as voters rose up and let our sitting 
‘rep’ know that there’s only one thing 
worse than tax increases, spending in-
creases, and elitism, and that’s arrogance. 
Attempting to take away the citizen’s right 
to petition our government, by attempting 
to gut the citizen petition process was one 
step too far. It earned Barbara L’Italien the 

direct scorn of the Citizens for Limited 
Taxation (CLT), more than her previous 
93% of the time voting as a tax extremist.

The state remains slanted, with 36 
Democrat senators and only 4 Republi-
cans, but in the House of Representatives, 
having a few of the most notorious players 
ousted, is what we call a good start.

Remember, folks didn’t fall in love with 
Republicans, they just fell out of love with 
arrogance. Here’s hoping for a better year.

Faggan, L’Italien, Pelosi Dumped
Ding, Dong, the Worst are Gone!

Lawrence “Lonnie” Brennan
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guided tour of exhibits.
Mahjong is played and taught every 

Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. at the Citizens Cen-
ter. We also have bridge every Wednesday 
and Friday at noon. The Citizens Center 
offers yoga, tai chi, Zumba Gold, bridge, 
chess club, 45 tournaments, whist, art, 
mahjong, ESL classes, citizenship classes, 
conversational Spanish classes, woodcarv-
ing, bingo, and so much more. 

Here is a list of some of our upcoming 
trips:

Trip to Symphony Hall for the Holiday 
Pops on Monday, December 13, for 4:00 
p.m. show. $80.

American Bandstand Revue at Lantana 
in Randolph, MA on Thurs., Nov. 4. $70 

A Christmas Holiday in Portland, Maine 
on December 3. $88.

The Council on Aging is also planning 
the following overnight trips: 

March 24-27-2011 Washington, D.C. 
for Cherry Blossom Time $595 pp 

April 7-14-2011: London and Paris, 
$2,799 pp 

September 13-19-2011: South Dakota 
Black Hills and Badlands, $1,899.pp 

Passports are required for Alpine Christ-
mas and London/Paris trips. All prices are 
based on double occupancy. 

Details on all trips and activities are 
available by contacting Kathy Bresnahan 
at 978-374-2390 (ext. 11) or kbresnahan@
cityofhaverhill.com. Be sure to pick up a 
copy of our newsletter, The Voice, for a 
complete listing of our activities and trips. 

The Voice is available for viewing at 
www.ci.haverhill.ma.us or you can send 
your email address to rlabella@cityof-
haverhill.com to receive your copy via 
email. 

Rita Labella and I would love to hear 
from you if you have any ideas, sugges-
tions or questions regarding the Council 
on Aging.

Outgoing Ways and Means 
Chariman, Rep. Barbara L’Italien

Incoming Andover/Lawrence  
State Rep. Paul Adams (R)

Borrellisdeli.com

322 Merrimack St. Methuen, MA. 01844 
Phone: (978) 687-2306
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georges’ in-Home Pet Care 

call George 
in Methuen, MA 
617 803 5954 
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING LOTTERY 
 

ORCHARD VILLAGE                                                                                                                                                                                             
NORTH ANDOVER 

 

 8 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 
 

3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Models $200.400 
4 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Models $216,500 

    
APPLICATION DEADLINE  

November 1, 2010 
 

Income Limits  
Household 

Size 
Maximum 
Income 

Household 
Size 

Maximum 
Income 

1 $45,100 5 $69,600 
2  $51,550 6 $74,750 
3 $58,000 7 $79,900 
4 $64,400 8 $85,050 

 
For Application and Information 

Contact Paula Stuart  
617-388-1331 

 email: paulastuart@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
 

Income and Asset Limits Apply – See Application for Details 


